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Sujan Chinoy Global Tumult: India As A Pole Star. Guilford, Connecticut: Prometheus Books, 2020.	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Update this


Sujan Chinoy's “Global Tumult: India as a Pole Star” is not just another book on India's foreign policy — it's a trustworthy, but very accessible narrative of how India is steering through a changing world. Based on his decades of experience as a diplomat, Ambassador Chinoy brings a practitioner's insight and a scholar's richness to his analysis. Hence, the book is readable for inquiring readers and fresh to experts. What is so interesting about this book is how Ambassador Chinoy conveys the intersection of geopolitics, economics, security, and technology, all seen through India's changing strategic prism. The seven parts of the book each address a fundamental aspect of this transformation, and collectively they present a clear and compelling vision of India's ascent, not as a standalone tale, but as a transformative force in the shaping of the world order itself.	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Check for ‘it’s’ through the paper. Academically we don’t prefer contracting ‘it is’ to ‘it’s’ 	Comment by Gitanjali Sinha Roy: Kindly add another word in place of authorative	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Try an alternative for this. Steering is used to also implies having control. Maybe navigating?	Comment by Gitanjali Sinha Roy: Please add Ambassador before his name	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Alternative for this word. Readable comes off in a very literal sense.

 A Successful G20	Comment by Gitanjali Sinha Roy: Please remove Part 1-either make it into chapter wise or make it into a subheading

Ambassador Chinoy begins the book on a triumphant note, hailing India's G20 presidency as a turning point in its international profile. What is also welcome here is not only that he doesn't merely concentrate on the optics — the big-ticket events and cultural diplomacy — but also on how India was able to shape the discussions on critical themes such as sustainable development, digital public infrastructure, and climate finance. India's capacity to unite the Global South with the developed world finds repeated mention, and the G20 emerges as the best example of how India is emerging as a 'voice of the voiceless' without driving away the giants. Ambassador Chinoy points out how India used its success in digital governance (such as UPI) as a template for growth with inclusion, which gave its leadership a concrete advantage. He also demonstrates how India employed the G20 forum to project its strategic autonomy — cooperating with the West on economic matters while maintaining close relationships with the likes of Russia and the wider Global South.

The Inevitable Rise of India

Here, Ambassador Chinoy broadens his canvas, observing India's ascent not merely as a response to shifts in international power but also as an outcome of conscious domestic and foreign decisions. What impresses is his stress on India's economic toughness, demographic superiority, and technological innovation — all reasons why India's rise appears less a matter of circumstance and more a natural development of a proud and powerful nation. Notably, Ambassador Chinoy avoids the trap of Indian exceptionalism. He is aware of the challenges of governance, infrastructural deficits, and uneven development in India, but casts them as obstacles that India is gradually getting to grips with. What makes this chapter particularly useful is Ambassador Chinoy's contrasting comparison of India's rise with that of China. Furthermore, what is particularly useful in this chapter  is that Ambassador Chinoy notes that notwithstanding the pace at which India rises, its pluralism, democracy, and open economy give it a unique advantage in coming decades with good implications for global stability, and, finally, reminding us that India's own development is not a given-but on balance for the good of global balance.	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Start more formally	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Separate sentences here

India's Defence and Security — New Paradigms

Ambassador Chinoy's specialism in strategic affairs is evident in a dual sense. His assessment of India's security situation is neither alarmist nor naive but rather an impartial assessment of the actual threats to India today — including cross-border terrorism, cyber warfare, etc. — not to mention the more traditional threats on its northern frontiers. What is interesting is the way Ambassador Chinoy describes the shift in India in relation to its defence strategy — from Atmanirbhar Bharat's emphasis on self-reliance in manufacture of defence equipment, the re-visitation of military doctrine (including at least consideration of the eventuality of a two-front war with Pakistan and China), and so on. His views on technology-driven warfare — AI, drones, cyber warfare, etc. — makes a particularly salient observation in its own right as it illustrates how India's security imagination is shifting with regard to current threat rhythms. Then, Chinoy's assessment also introduces a level of analysis that moves beyond hardware, to also discuss reforms in intelligence, border architecture, and partnerships with like-minded nations, which are all rapidly becoming a basic part of India's evolving security architecture.	Comment by Gitanjali Sinha Roy: Add Ambassador	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Consider changing this structure in a few places across the paper. It is getting repetitive. Maybe start with the way ambassador chinoy …  ending with is interesting. 	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): His views don’t make an observation, he does. See if this can be formulated differently to reflect that	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Ambassador

Changing Dynamics of the Indo-Pacific

Naturally, in Ambassador Chinoy's analysis, the Indo-Pacific region occupies a middle position. It is less about taking a leap into how India sees it, not so much as a maritime security theatre, but much more of a geopolitical and economic space, where the prospects of prosperity and security lie much more interwoven for India. So, Chinoy highlights how India's Act East policy comes into play, its moving naval presence and its steps in making relations increasingly closer with Southeast Asian states, all for the purpose of counterbalancing China's growing assertiveness. That makes this section interesting. Chinoy has counterpoised the economic and security threads of the Indo-Pacific quite systematically, from supply chain stability to undersea cable systems, joint military exercises to strategic port construction. He makes a strong argument that India's policy towards the Indo-Pacific is anything but reactive-led  in which India wishes to shape the future of the region, rather than simply contain China. He has also sewn together the various levels that build into that India's partnerships-from Quad to trilateral arrangements with Japan or Australia-giving readers a sense of just how multi-layered India's Indo-Pacific strategy actually is.	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Ambassador	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Ambassador	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): unclear

The China Question

This chapter may well be the most candid and nuanced in the book. Ambassador Chinoy doesn’t shrink from pointing the finger at China, the single largest, and longest-standing problem for India. But he does not use the crude tool of simply depicting the thing as pure hostility between the two. He uses something else: a rather complicated dynamic in which competition, cooperation and confrontation coexist. He touches on very key dimensions of the India-China relationship from the tension at the Ladakh border and trade dependence, to a race to the top on technological supremacy. His emphasis on strategic patience - walking the line between deterrence and dialogue - is very insightful for both their strategic cultures. Ambassador Chinoy points out China's efforts in South Asia and the Indo-Pacific, with India's response - unfolding through infrastructural investments to strategic partnerships, is still in progress. What I find most interesting about this section, is that it will generate no easy answers, but will simply confront readers with the need to grapple with the complexity of relationships with a rising, often hostile neighbour.	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): too informal. Lable it… what is the thing? Relations, dynamics, something else?	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Uses what?? The explaination u have given after the : sounds like how he represents it but uses what? 	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Dynamic might be a better word if you are not referring to the relationship as a whole, but shifts that came from or due to specific events. 



 The India-US Partnership

Chinoy provides a much-needed practical wilderness perspective on the topic of the day for Indo-American relations. He recognises the phenomenal change in this relationship over the last 20 years - from estranged democracies to strategic partners - while exposing the rather astounding number of friction points that still exist. Whether it is trade disputes, differences on Russia, or India's strategic autonomy, Ambassador Chinoy does not gloss over the gaps. Still, the overarching tone is one of optimism based on the converging interests on the issues facing us in balancing against China, around technology and cooperation on semiconductor supply, AI, clean energy, etc. This chapter is significant as it highlights the link between the narrative of India-US relations and the story of more significant global rebalancing, showing that this relationship is not just about bilateralism, but about being part of the creation of a new multipolar world where both of these countries will play leading roles.	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Ambassador	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Don’t refer to Indians as ‘Us’. Shows your bias as an Indian, hurts credibility of your writing. Check the rest of the paper as well for this just in case.

 Geopolitics, Geoeconomics, and New Wars

The conclusion brings the entire book together, interweaving geopolitics, geoeconomics, and the changing nature of conflict into a cohesive, consistent narrative. Chinoy contends that the traditional dividing lines between war and peace, economy and security, domestic and international are eroding — and India's strategic imagination is adjusting to this reality. From economic coercion and grey-zone warfare to climate wars and technological superiority, Chinoy illuminates how the new 21st-century wars will be fought. What is most compelling is the way he positions India not only as a player in these conflicts but as a leader, setting the rules and norms for the new world order. 	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): Ambassador

Conclusion: A Pole Star in a Turbulent World

Global Tumult: India as a Pole Star is a book about India's transformation — from a risk-averse, post-colonial nation to a self-assured, proactive world player. Ambassador Chinoy doesn't predict that India's ascension will be easy or automatic — but he presents a compelling argument that India's values, strengths, and strategic decisions make it a natural pole star in a disintegrating world.	Comment by Vipra (23 JSIA): You end sections well. Need to work a little bit on the beginning as well as on what formal and informal writing looks like. Certain words or way of writing is avoided in academic pieces. Such papers are not written in spoken or casual language. 
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